R ENY
NviUnn

O INTERESTING

KNOWN AUTHOP

| no.78

ALVARADO’S WEDDI—NG

When San Jose Was Young

ARTICLIIS O1' AN HISTORICAL:

PUEPARLD ESPRCIALLY IOR TIE NDWS BY A WELL

AND JOURNALIST

“the most fushlonable wedding evel
cclebiated at Suta Clua Misslon in
the <l that of Governor
Juan ILmtiste Ahmade and Senoritn
Martiny Castro un August 24th, 1839
Scnority Castio was the daughter of
Don 1hanclsco Castio the San
tablo Itweho, Tla mother wus Gab-
11c] Herteyedsa

The San Pablo Rancho was one of
the Tusgest guints in Callfornia It
way long In ltlration I Included
Castiaville and the present Mate Isl-
and s de Ty Llgua) A mare
(Wgua) Jumped from the San Pablo
sock b nnd swam to the fland
now  heallag its pesent name

Aartine £ stio tnd hor sisters were
famcd Teantics S thei dis Thedr
fatha Tl Teon commandante at
Yoty Huena, and he was a gret In-
dlan flehtce ns well,  Alarado was
‘(Im nephcw of General ValleJo, and s,
When thoee twn lmpottant voung pen-
'Jla declded 1o wed, for muny legucs
W the pratinee exefted,
| Aliatado himselt Was a stiahg man,
Lat at thues vey weak  fle dank
mneh, and In his Tater yenss hia viee
reuh wiched him Tt alsas he
W an indisklinl A a oy when all
the Californiy vonth wore theh haly
Lo, 1o the hotor of his mother Juan
Wt sefured to conform to the
fushlon  Thit jefusal gave other hoys
‘comnge ta 1evolt, and ko, tho rehellion
of Alvarndo changed Californla fiom
1 Tona habrcd into ashoit halred com-
munity s @ man Alarade alwave
hind b9 own was, The Mevlean gov-
crnraent teled 1o teplace him with ethel
govainars, but he atond bls ground
and Beld hls powar The  hewtlful
NMarting Cistio was destied by mans
wnltars, hut Alenrado earried her off
fiom atleir

After the wedding day wae fised Al-
\amido presonted his hetothed with
Sewels, 1nens and heantifully embrokd-
ered gay Chinese shawle suited ta the
futme wife of the governm  When It
vae deelded thit the wedding would
take place at Mante Cloa the musi-
clans wha phyed $n thowe diys ot
chtistenings and mairiages hegan pracs
ticlg thel cholcest  medections  The
amusicians vere Leandio Rachin, Mare
Jano Ramero, Joso Sepuleda And An-
zel Ahdso  Thr Instroments weie
the siolin and the gultar The Indian
band at the Santy Clara Mission alsu
pripaied  to  distingulsh themacves,
ond thelt leadal, Jonquln, gate the
£1ascre many a sharp Bow on the head
when they made n mistake. In the
mivslon hand wns the dlarianet,/ the
fiute, the ccllo, evmbals, the bass and
snall drums

A day or two before the wedding &
terrible umor spread in the commu-
nlty  Mcssengers from Monterey sald
that the governor was fil. At first it
was sald that the wedding would be

dayn was

ot

dehyed,  Nthers feared that Marlana
astio was to be filted, Othcrs thought
1t worse,
sall that the governor was not ill, ho
Wus Intoricated, This may hate been
an error, but it has alwnys been be-
leved that Alvaiado was too diunk
to go to his wedding.

Whatever the tiuth was, drunk or
1), the gorernor was a man of honor,
e sent his power of attorncy with
the authority to wed Senorita Martina
Castro to his futwe brother-in-law,
Ramon Tistiada, who had marrled
Mariv Casto, the greatest beauty of
Northern Californta

Prenuations for the weddlng went
on ns planned At the entrance ta the
Santi Clara Misslon wern arches of
White muslin decorated Witk bright
sbbons, flage, streamers As  the
bidal party apmoached  the chuich
reaple wete so lost in the heauty of
the hulile hat thev fargot that the
11ilegioom was abeent, Tire-erackers
[<nappea  Cannen hoomed  Musiclans
I'met the party at the dear, and the
|1emained wntll the coremony was over,
when they agaln played

he Reverend Tather Clonzales pet -
formed he coiemony,

Mfler the murlge the wedding
paIty, consisting of the Castros and
the Tetindas, set mut for Montetey.,
‘hen the real festhitles began  The
poveinor's bride felt hetselt a queen
when the tioops came out from tha
Presidle to mect her, At the gov-
crnor'e 1esldence wete  distinguished
ufflcers, friends, yelatives  Among the
1elntlves mresent were General Jose
Castio and Cencral ValleJo  There
,\H\'A feasting, dancing and toasta A<
won as Governor Aharads was hin
«cIf once moe he gve a great hall, to
|Which cume guests from Sonoma ta
18w Diega  Then Martia Castro took
|tier pince we the fiuet lady in Calle
it
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