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DEMASIO BERRYESSA'S WAKE

Demaslo Beryessa, the son of Jose
De las Reyes Beryessa was lynched in
the carly fiftles by a posse from San
Jose one Saturday morning and  his
Jody dingled fiom n Imb of nn old
ovak tiee which stood until nbout two
yeaia ago In Tenth sticet. Demasio’s
“swahe" was held the following night
at the 1cstdence of Antonlo Mailo Pico
wha llved on the site of the Garden
City Bank near the Postoffice, There
13 much jeason ta helleve what the
Baryesst family have always main-
talncd that Demasia was Innocent of
muidaing  Alesandet  McClure, who
was “squatting™ on  the  Nrryessa
land near Almnden, The famlly — sav
that  Santlago, brother to Demasio,
ala the killing.

Mrs. Adelatde Soto,
Tuentv-third strect, San Jose, was
present at the “walke” of Demaslo
Berryessa, Mrs, Soto was  born iIn
Nnpa, but her mother wad a Rernal,
the daughter of Jose Clpriana  Ter-
nal, who lved hack ot the City Tall on
property that later passed intn tho
hands of the Ifoffmans, Mrs, Soto.
wmas a connection of the Tierrvessas
Indeed Demasio  Terryessa was 10-
|1ated to all the best vducatea  and
mosat Important Spanish famliles of his
time Tils mother was a Bernal, a sls-
ter of Mra. Antonlo Sunol and of Mrs
Antonio Maria Plco, The Pleo
the largest hiouse In the puchlo s,
Soto vemembers it well,

The Ples house, says Mra Soto, was
n one-story adohe rambling
aver the lot
of the house The 1ving room Was 10-
ward the postoffice. At the side near-
est St. Joseph's Church was o
and pear tree A diteh, one  of

wha lives at 33

ot the merenlally threatening fload,

‘paszed the rear of St Joseph's Church
and the frent nf the Plea house. Tlere
was  bridge and on these litle bridges
spanning the ditchea the chlidren dked

o hop nud skin,
Mra, Soto was very young At

had

Tetsurele
A porch was on all shles

gato
the
several In town to drain water in case

the
|time, hut she remcmbers the dovens
[of Meci-robed, ad-eyed Spanish peo-,
Ime in tho Pleo dwelling, They tried to

|
II
Californims did not lach that u\ul!l\]
iul the genulne atlstorracy, moral cour- |
age. Whether the fali-halied deai
young min was fomocent or goilty, all
assumblad In the big plalinly tuinished
INing room where ke lav  Koeeling'
by his side on the qdobe floor which|
had never scemed fo <hill these sad
people, whose fate evely your  giew!
blacher, more than eser clung together,!
mote than cyer tred to have faith in!
tho low murmured riavers, meme than!
Cuee tilal e hink that the cueltix!
woull help them  Tn that eandle-lit
room all night 1emalned the \(lnll\t‘(‘
and the haly fathers  In the moning
the filends of Demislo Terrsessy tnok
i body, carded it thiough the Ala-
meda followed by fearfully wailing
Wwomen and burled it at Santa Clua!
Of the lynehing of Demasio Bery-'
ees1 the Telegraph of San Jose sald
“On Tridav night one of those Areads
rul deeds was done in this citv, <hache
ng to all our moral sensiblities and
our notlons of social dutfes and rights
‘lmt Which too eften occur in new and
{ l-tegulated communities, and amons
a people over whom a falthfal and
vigorous  administiation of the 1w
,has not yet attained a corrective
agency in the punishment of helnous
ffenses Tuly on Saturday morning
A man was scen suspended by the meck
to the 1mb of a tree in the southenst-
in patt of the city  Tlis hands were
“tiod hehind him. Tis tongue, discaloted,
was protrading from his mouth, and
the whole appemance of the unfortit-
nate victim of a misgulded sense of
anty, Indleated that he had heen dead
for an hour or twe  On this tersibie
tragedy heing communleated (o Jus
tlee Mutdock, e tepalred to the spot
and summoned a Jery of fnquest, Who
, found hat the mme of the decensed
was Demasio Terryessa, whose Tesl-
dence was mear the New Almaden
mine, and that he came to his death
/by belng hung by the neck from a
tree With n ropo by persons to the
Jurors unknown
| ““Demaslo Rerrvessn wan o )0vng man
about thirty senrs of age: a wife, three
\small chiidren, a mother, and several

i

comfart the mobbing  youpg  Widow, brothers suriive him. * * * The par
Beata Rodrlguez Berryessa. No tleular grounds of gullt which led to,
friend nor relatlve was absent this this man's feartul end at the hand of‘

able to
It 18 on
ton In

night of grief, for the old Spanish- a secret nesoclation we have not \menlcxura."
P

learn, but rumor alleges that
account af supposed participa-
the murder of Alexander Me-



