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Prepared Especially for The News by a Well Known
Author and Journalist,

NO. 14 THE FIRST HANGING]

“he Spanlsh In Callfornla did not orders Afterward most persons felt
hang cthmlnds 1o the Spanish-Call that the community was nearer las
tornfans hungtng seemed o peeuliarly &nd order.

Amcrican biutalits, They themscives| It cost comslderable to harg three
shot wrongdocts  7The Amezicans on en and to heep thrce more Impris-
the other hand theught, the Spanish|cncd, and so after the dead men wete
bull fights bratal, und they passed burled at Santa Clara the alealde or-
laws ogainst them, Gcred that the property of Campbell,

Soon after the arrlval of Americans, TTeer and Davis be sold to défray the
1 the state camo that good old British| cxpenscs of their trlal and execution.
[natitutlon hanging In 1847 there weie| Afterward Alcalde Dimmick applied
fow Dnglish-spcnking persons In San to Colonel Mason, the Amerlcan gove
Jose  They were John Bucton, Wils|ernor ot Montetey, to pay the expenses
Wun  isher, Tulian Hanks, Willlam' of the jutois, but Colonel Mason said
Guilnac, Tedro Sansevaln, Thomas that while ho reallzed that such pro-
owen, dames 3. Weeks, Harry Lee, ccedinge as those in San  Jose Were
Jamed Stokes, Charles M wm.l..."nmn necessary, the “bound of legal
Irawk Lightstone, Tshn M Murphy,' Proceedings had been a little over-
Treter Dutldson, Giove Caok, Jullus stepped,” and he hid no money for
Mwtin and Chasles White  The Ting-! pasing the costs
Malh-speahing women were Mes, Mat-| Later Lee, Cotton nnd Wollard were
tin, Mrs Caak and Mis White, brought to trlal The Jury sentenced

In 1818 the Tnglish-=penking ropu-| Wollard o the punishinent of having
lutlon In Califoinit  incieased enor-| seventvefise lashes on his bare back.
mouds  Geneinl  Tidwcll had taken Lee wns glsen a month In the stocks
Isht lashes, John Cotton,
San  Tranclsce  Theie was 1 gicat! Who confessed, and mho before he had
\ueh to the minee Desperate chare!turned highwasman had horne a good
nclers were erelvihele  Prospectors chatacter, was fed on bread and water
wete held up on thelr way to and from for @ month and pliced {n frons for
(he minrs Tiach du drpredations be- that samo term  Ilo recetved only
came balder fifty nshes on his Tare back,

The culminating ellne was When 1| At four o'clnck one December after
German prospector was killed on hls{noon In 184 the thrco men were
way to the mines Tlig partner ©s-|Whipped with n rawhide according to
caned nltie and brought the news to|the jude’s mentence, “In the moat
San Jose One hundcrd dollars were|public place in the pueblo”—the Plaza.
offeied for the arrest nt each of the —_—
mudcrers, ¥arry Bee, ane of the old-
st wettlers, an Tnglishman with o
Spanleh wife had been he alguazil
a combination of sheilff, conatable and
patice officer, Bee raiscd a poese cons
<isting of Peter Quivt, Jsane Branhnm,
Chatles White  and  Simuel Young.
Thev decosed iy mun, Tie Wollard,
Catton, Tieer, Campivll and Davia Into
Ree's store fn the Lightston building
and aviested them  The  men were
Placed In Jul guarded by dltizens,

Davs hiter the men were hionght
before Alealde  Kimball 11 Dimmich
and teld  Thiv tial was very biief
Cotton confessed nand Treer, Campbell
Al Davls ware found gulltn by a jury
consisting of James L Ord, Thomas
Camphell, James 1% Reed, Isage Bran-
ham, T T Wist, J Telden, James
Stohes, R € Kers, Samuct ¢ Young,
Thomas N West, Tullan Ifanks and
Jahm Cioss  Alenlde Dimmick aens
teneed the three men to death,

Shortiv aftawmd the men  were
gally haptlzed by Tarry Ree, who de-|
lared himselt thelr god-father, Belng
thelr god.father, Tee could not pree|
#lde at their hanging, John Yontz “as!
the mnster of ccremonies, and  the’
scatfold wae erected In the Plara.
There 4t stood for several years, Al
who were inelined watched executions.
Somettmes children sow them, but
there were men and women on the
days of public hangings who locked:
{hemselies n their houses and shud-
dercd. This flrat execution was cars
tled out In obedlence to the alcalde’s)




