WhenSan Jose WasYoung

A Series of Interesting Articles of An Historical Nature
Prepared Especlally for The News by a Well Known
Author and Journalist,

NO. 70 ‘INDIAN WARFARE IN 46-47

In 1846 und 1847 lfe wos military amaced when Charles M, Weber ap-
and exciting In $an Jose, The Amer-| emed with Jesus as a captive. Jesus
feans and the Mexteuns were always|had so terrotized the people thay they
on the verge of conflict. To add to hud an jdea that he was Unconquel-
the tenseness of the sltuation the Inv|able,

dians often Jn hands of one hundied| When Weber brought the chlef, slx
made raids on San Jose, took pro-| feet tall, Into San Jose tho Indian was
vislons, cattle or <Whatéyer they|dressed as only tho chieftadns dressed,
need They carried them away to the|with the sash, serape and sombrero of
Sun Joaquin and the Spanlards never | the Mexicans,

crossed the river In pursuit, The peo-| The Spanish.Callfornlans had suf-
ple felt helpless because the Indlans|rered so much from Jesus' depredas
were numerous, hungry and relentless. | tions that they urged Weber to put

n the old days Lefore the missions|him to death, hut this Weber dld not
weie sccularized Indlans gave lts{do. e knew when to bo ciuel, and
trouble, They weie tanght that thelwken to be merciful. With Jesus he
cattle, tho horses, the crops, the land|went to Monterey and brought shout
way thelrs, Tach believed himselt to|a conference between' him and Gove
have a share, nlthough he was puld|ermor Masom. The Governor asked!
very little for Is work. YWhen the mls« | Jesus what he Intended to do. \
slons were secularized the Tndlans Wete| Jesus stated his case. He sald that
helpless childven, They had grown ub|he and his people had been reared in
Binco the fathers came, and had no)the misslons, The fatHers were good
tasto for acorns and grasshoppers. | to them, To be sure they worked, but
They wanted the new foods and tho they wero fed and clothed. They bes
new clothing, They thought that they lieved that everything belonged to|
were unjustly deprived of thelr p1oD-!them The Mexicans had taken thelr
erty, Whatever they found they took.' property and turned them back to

One of the most daring of the Indien acorns and grasshoppers, Now they
teaders was Joso Jesus, who becamo| warred for what they thought wer
chlef of the Slkayumnas on the death thelr own possesslons, Ifowever, Jesug
of Tstanlslao, their chlef, The ranch-| promlsed Governor Mason that his
erla of tho Slkayumnas was at Knlght's depredations would cease, Jesus kept
TFerry, Josc Jesus had heen edu-) his word and hecame a strong ally of
cated at the Santa Clara Misslon the Americans. He thought in this woy
and thero had been an nlcnlde or foro=!hn fnfured the Spanish, Once he
man  Jesus and bis follawers 1ved 1n) took somo of his tribe and proceeded
tho fastnesscs of the San Joaquin and| pgainst another tribe to Tecover stolen
plotted raids on all Spanish food pro-| cattie Yor Weber,
ducing communities, but especlally on For years afterward Jose Jesus used
Sian Jose, where ho had ived and where to call on Weber and bring him pres
he belleved that his property existed At' cnts, In return Weber always gave
that time Americans weldom dared|handsome gifts,
rlde alone, Armed with tifles and re-|  In 1849 Jose Jesus was wounded by
volvers, they traveled in squads of|an Amerfean fn Stockton. Teber patd
hal a dozen on horseback, £500 to Dr. Ryer for the operation, but

Charles M. Weber was one of the|ths Indlan dled,
first to retallate ngainst the Indlans.
Weber had taken arms with Castro to.
expel Micheltorena and had recelved
therefor a commissfon In the Mexican
army, When the Tear Tlag uprising
occurred Weber, who was a natural
ized German, renlized that probably
the Amerlcans would gatn possession
of Catifornia, and then he tool arms
ogainst the Mexicans Ho had had|
conslderable experience in handling
men, although his bustness was keep-
ng store. |

The Indians raided Coyote and shot
A D, Caldwell, Later they attacked
Weber's ranch in San Jonquin County,
called French Camp, from which sets
tlement Stockton developed, Weber
fiad hought this property from Wil
llam Gulnae.

Weber was, always more than ready
to act i self-defense. e put up 2
skuli and cross bones slgn on his ranch
with o notice that thleves rvould be
runishal to the full extent of the Jaw/

Tho Indians etole some of Weber's
cattle and then he organized a band
of his vagueros, pursued the Indlans
and inflicted on them terrible slaugh~
ter, Few of the Tndlans survived, but
Weber spared the life of Jesus, the
feader,

When Weber came to Calltornia In
1841 he was Suiter's manager at Sut-
ter's Fort. Ile tad known Jesus and
had beeg an friendly terma with him.
“ Y¢ people in Ban Joss were,




