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THE BATTLE OF SANTA CLARA

PART 1
The Mexiean flag came down In San
Jose, but n few months after the rals-
Ingg of the Stars and Stripes once more
the Mexlean colors showed themuelves
on the flelds of Santa Clara  Much
has been written about tho battle of

Mexionn war when the Californlan
forces met the Amerjcan, Ifistorlans
aitfer us to the Importance of the bat-
tle, Some wiltors take it serlously.
After 1eading all that has been written
about It, and talking with those whoso
frienda nnd Telatives wero n the bat-
tle T fec) that It importance was not
great,

The conflict was precipitated by the
Drolonked dlsrespect of the Amerlcans
for the Calftornians’ right to thelr own
horses nnd cattle, ‘The evidence shows
that tho first comers into California
wete arrogant and consldered it a oke
1o take the horses, cattle and saddles
and blankets of the Californlans. Mrs.
Mesa, who was born mear the South
em Tacifie depot, and who lived hero
when Fremont and bls men camo to
San Jose, tclls how they pltched their
tents in the Plaza, entered houses and
taok anything that pleased them. She
snys that Fremont was an fnslgnifi-
cant looking man, and that his follow=
ern looked Itke tramps.

Mra Trinidad Tspinosa of Mayfield,
dnughter of Secundino Robles, Who
ahout this timo llved at Santa Clara,
says that an Amerlcan man entered
Tier mother's residence during the b=
snce ot her father and demanded
blankets and saddles Mrs, Robles was
no shrinking Spanleh woman, She
Knocked down the Amerlcan and threw
him out of the house, One canmot
spealc with o Californlan  elghty or
ninety years of age and hear any other
story, Most Amerlcan histotlana of
thirty or forty years ago agree that
the Amerleans in thelr treatment of
the Calitarniana forgot justice.

One of the Callfornians who had
suftered most from marauding Amers
leans was Francisco Sanchez who
lowned the Tanch San Pablo and who
[ lived near what $s now called Milbrae.
Not only hls ewn horses, but those of
Aellus and Howaid which had been
entrusted to him, had been taken,

SanChez has heen spoken of by some
Amcrlean writers as the “freo booter.”
In Tenllty he came of . most Tespects
able family. s grandtather arrived
with Anza Hlis father was the owner
of tho 15,000 acre ranch Durl Burl, which
now belongs to the Spring Valley
Water Company, Francisco himselt
recelved the fourth grant of land n
Yerba Buena. At the time that Sloat
took possesslon of San Tranclsco,
Tranclsco Sanchez was acting Come

mandante,
Banchez did not llke the gov-
ernment of DMexico He wanted

Californla to ba for Callforntans with
& separate government, Patlently ho
bore the wrongs of the fnvading

first rest: was

Sunta Chira, the only time during the,

on the elghth of December, 1846, when
Licutenant W, A, Bartlett of the United
States sloop of war Warren, then act-
Ing Alcade of San  TFrancisco, with
five men, came down the peninsula
! sceking cattle for the supplles of the
Unlted $tates forces, Sanchez and 4
few of hls nelghbors captured Bart-
Slett and his men.

Immudlately thete was great com- |
maotion In the Ametlean world, The |’

Califor nlans rallied to Sanchez Among

sthers who Juined him weire a brother, |

Sccundino Robles; a cousin, Gregorlo
Hanchez; another cousin, Augustin
sanchez ot dilroy, Julio Valencia, An«
tonlo Valencia and the Ifiguetas of
Contri Costn,  Ilis forco numbered
more than o hundred

At the time Sncher captured Alealde
Bartlett, San Jose was alieady In a
stulo of war. Durser Watmough of
the United Stites sloop of war Lorts-
moulh nnd thiity-five marlnes had
jbeen hete for several months stationed
at the Jusgado, or Court Ifouse, In
Market sticet, The matines had been
selnforced by the local volunteery une
der Caplain Chailes M. Weber and
Licutenant John M, Murphy, Weber
and Murphy and thelr men occupled
an abode bullding In tho re.r of Frank
Lightstone's resldence in Santa Clara
stieet, The tegulars and volunteers
had been statloned here to protect San
Jose agalnst the Indlans, who had at-
tucked the town In forces of a hun-
dred. Watmough and hls foices had
met the Indlans in the mountalns and
had diven them back to the San
Jorquin 1eglons.

When Sanchez captwred Uartlett
only the volunteers under Captaln
Weber were protecting San Jose, That
yory winter o number of Ameriean st-
tlers, among them Joseph Aram, later
one of the first nuiserymen In the
county, arrlved. There were na vacant
ouses In San Jose, and o, they took
up thelr quarters at the Santa Clhua
Mission. Tgnaclo Alviso, then major
domo of the Mission gave them food
for the winter, Joseph Aram, who was

made n volunteer captaln, proceeded
{0 fortify tho Mlssion bullding, lle!
and the Americany built barricades of
dirt and wagons. The Callfornians
protested aginst Aram using the trees
from the \lumedn, the sacred trees
planted with prayers and blessings, ful‘l
the Dbarricades, but the Amerlcans (lhl‘
very much as they pleased.

In November Licutenant Pinkney
with sixty men under Midshipmen
Watmough and Gritfln came to San
Jose. They walked from San Fran-
elsco carrying on their backs muskets,
bayonets, cartrldges, provisfons and
blanlels, They mado a wondertal
march and camped at Alviso, They
then walked Into San Jose, took pos-
session of tho juzgado and threw up
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