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NO. 67 WAR IN THE SANTA CLARA VALLEY

PART IV

On the 17th of June, General Castio,
whu had stationed himself at Santd
Claty, lysued @ proclamation to Calls
fornians to rise und defend themselyey
agalnst the Americany who had taisud
the Bear Ilag » Culifornlu, und who
beld many of its cltizens prisoners
About 160 men raltled to Genezul Cus-
Wo, Of these he sent b0 or 60 under
de la Torre agalnst the Dears at
Sonoma,

At Olompull, north of San Rafael,
de ta Torre met Podilla and the first
battle of the war took place, Several
wete wounded, and one was killed,
fremont nnd his force marched to-
ward San Rafuel to meet de la Torre's
men.

At Han Rafael occutied the murdet
of the De Haros, sons of the Alealde
of S iunclsco, abd their uncle, Jore
Derryema, the owner of the land on
which the discovery of the new Alma-
den was made. Kit Carson and Fre-
mont's men, following T'remont's or-
ders to “take no  prisoners," were
responsible for the crime,

The prominence and respectabllity.
of the slctims, the treatment of them
after they were dead, tho looting
ot the Californians, and their neglect
after death, was the only engagement
of Tremont during the conquest of
California,

Fremont'a positlon would have heen
critical but for the ralsing of the
Unlted States flag at Monterey on
July 2, On July 9 Harry Pltts rode Into
San Jose with the announcement that
Monterey was taken by the Amerleans,
He summoned Castro to surrender.

«Castro brought his men into line be-
fore the old Juzgado in Market atreet.
He told them he could not fight the
United Btates army, and he was golng

south to Join Goveinor Pieo A few
men followed him, ey carcled with
thum Chatles M. Weber, a prominent
ietman-Amalcan cltizen  wio  had
been In close business relatlons with
the Mexicans and  bad made fiom
them conslderable money, Weber wos
greatly hated wmong the Spanish Call-
forntans, hecause of the favors he had
had from them, and because he turned
from them (o the Americans, Weber
was released in Los Angeles,

Fremont started south to overtoke
Castro, but the Callfornfans had al-
ready pessed San Juan Bautlsta, Ire-
mont wucceeded 1 marching only into
{ Montercy plcturesquely at the head of
his soldlers and trappers.

©On July 13 Captaln Thomas Fallon
came to San Jose, took possession of
the Jurgado, arrested Alcalde Dolores
Pacheco and otdered him to surrender
the keya to the archlves On July 13,
1846, an American flag was gent by
Commodore Sloat from Monterey.
The Mexlean flag came down from
{ the flagpole before the Juzgado and
for the first time jn the valley, just
70 years ago, there rose the Stars and
| Stripes.




