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NO. 61 TIE FIRST RACE TRACK

Don Antonlo Sunol, the first post-
master of Sun Jose, g1ve the fiist race
track to the <lty, It was whero the
Ianchett Tiact now s He also gave
the sile of 8t Joseph's chwch to that
congiegution Don Antonto was a man
of tlreless energs, Ie It was who
first worked tho Almaden mine tn 1824.
lie thought it contained silver, but he
found out after a jear’s work that he
was mistahen

In tho fortles and fifties the race
track was a sceno of many thrilling
events Tloth men and horses ran on
the track. In those days the gicat
hero among the athletes In San Jose
wna Franclsco Zelaya. e was a Mex-
fean, and he ran 100 yards in 8 sece-
cnds. Zelaya used to race his own
famous horse Tordlo on the course.
Zelaya ran with his horse, his own
neck tied to the animal with a light
string, Ile ran even faster than the
horse, When the Amerlcans came they
brought runners from the Fast to de-
feat Zelaya. Al the Spanish men and
women wagered vast sums on the Mex-
fcan hero, When the two men tested
their strength before a great throps
the. Sipanish women In their briltiant
ray clothing were wonderful to sec.
Zelaya d41d not disappolnt them, The
rringos had conquered Callfornia, but
they could ot defeat Zelnya.

Zelaya's horse Tordlo In the early
days ran the greatest race probably

Don Antonlo Bernal One was calted
the Camplon. DBernal
catching grizzly bears,

used him in
Bernal's Bola
de 1/Ore was one of the most attrace
tive horses and one of the most re-
marrasie ever seen ta the va'1ey, Dola
de L'Oro (Ball of Gold) was surely
worth hls welght in gold. He was
bright yellow, and he had a white
mane and tall. Tie was u mustang
caught In the San Joaquin valley.

At the nge of 14, Don Antonio Tiernal
10de Bolt de 1/010 hunting elk. Bruno
Bernal, Don Antonio's father, was a
Spartan. He sent his son out into the
wilds on Bola de 1/Oro and told him
not to return till he had three elk,
Young Dernal, with no saddle on his
Norse, fastenad only with a reata 1o
Dola de L'Oro, armed with o knlfe,
often rode from the Santn Teresa
ranch to what Is now called Morgan
L, but which was then called the
Seto or Devisadero, which means the
lookout point. This mountain was the
home of the elk, gnd down Its steep
sldes young Antonlo Bernal fearlessly
rode, plunging hls knife Into the hind
leg of the elk, wounding the animni,
and then eapturing him with a reata.

Don Antonio Rernal was one of the
ymost daring men among the Spanlsh
Californians,  Onea when ho was rid-
ing Toly de 1/0ro he found a wild bull

ever geen in this valley, A horse was that (he Yaqueros had been unable to
brought from Mexico to deteat Tordlo. CONduer. Six had tried and #ailed, as
The two antmAls ram from varm the 4I€ reatas on the bilvs neck show-
Springs, or as it was called then, Agun ©0  This wild bull aroused all tho
Caliente, to Oak I Cemetery and #porting blood in Don  Antonlo. He
return, o dlstance of 48 miles, Tor- Nked to succeed where six had tried
Qo defeated enstly the Mexican horse. and failed Ife threw his reata on the
After the great runner died, Don Tedro bull and lassocd him, but the bull
Chaboya examined the horse and ho showed quickly why six men had tried
found that perhaps his tirclessness to capturo him and fofled. e was
camo from having no apleen. Zelaya's qulcker than Dola de L'Oro. In n flash
Tordlo was n native nmoree caught by Don Antonlo found himself, back up
him i the San Joaquin Valley and ngalnst an oak tree, IMis father, look.
tralned, ¢ |ing on, felt that it meant death to
Another famous horse in the old daya both horse and man. Ile cried to his
was nn antmal entled Thuckskin helong- |son, “Let your horse go. The bull will
ing to Don Pedro Chaboya, Tfo wasikill you both
the color of a cojote, and he wag al4o|onk trea and save yourselt,”
known ns Coyote, 1Ile had heen| Dut Don Antonio felt the quick beat
brought from the old Purlsslma Mis- [of Tola de L/Oro's heart. e could
sfon, near Santa arhara, e raced [not give the animnl to death. With
for 26 miles on tho ol track. Other Dola de 1'Oro, he took a chance for
famous horses were two belonging to life, o chanco for which Hota de L'Oro's
4

heart seemed to plead.
‘Thrusting spurs into the animal's

Swing up into the old [xide, looking the bull iV the eyes, Don

Antonio lifted the horse” into the air
over the bull's hend, and landed saftely
In the rear ot the bull. With this ad-
vantage gained, the two Nernals with
the reata caught on one of the bull's

et captured him. .
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