WhenSan JoseWasYoung

A Series of Interesting Articles of An Historical Nature
Prepared Especially for The News by a Well Known
Author and Journalist,

NO. 57 A BULL FIGIT ROMANCE

Probably the only girl Who ever| Secundino arranged a bull fight at the
faced an angry bull jn the atena at{Mission Dolotes, There werc two tlets
Sanla Clam was Mivy Jesusita Robles, jof seats crowded with people, Thou-
daughte: of Sccundirfu Robles Sho 13 sands were turned nway,

now more (han clghty jeus ot age
and Js the widow ot Miguel Dspinosy
She lives I Glivoy,

1 As the time approached for entering

the arena, the fifteen-year-old girl in
Ter short scailet dress grew atiald

My, Dilnosa ki me the other 4w | ¢ N iy

of hiet cxperlonces In the urena, Jlet’ N0t of the bull, but of the crowd, The

father, when she way n mere child, | thousht of appearing in that costume

taught et to 1iie, to thiow the tiats,}before @il those strangers so terrlfied

to twe the snage bull hrovght by
him to meet (he bear,
alert and gracetul, und she was al-
Wwavs nt Scoumlino Roblew' glde
Wad his Tuvorlte child, Today she hus|
e of fhe few o\MeLng pictics ot
Robles lic delighted in Ny little
dwgatar's (aring, She saw many bull
Hghts* wnd ha greatest admiration
was for the  tocadors,  If only H\\E‘
could pin the binderiag on tho Wild
bull, she Ielt that she wwuld be the,
happiest yerson llving, |
Bondezlws wae like ribbon-decojated
artows  In aidet to eacite the bulk
they wero thrust Into his neck befoie
the fight. They ndurned the antnal,
but they alse deose him into bellowing
tury,
Hocundine Robley told his dwghter
{hat she might go into the mena wear-
Ing a scatlet dress and pin the ban-
derlas on the bulls neck, It was for
the child almost lke belng o man, 1
herv, n toreador. Clad In n scailet
dress with short skirt, low neck and
shoit slceses when she was anh fif-
teen years lod, at the Santa Clara Mis-
ston, Miss Jesusita Robles first thrust
the handailn into the bull's neek  AB
vsual, the nnimal started o charge,
but she Tode a trained horse that knew
when to dip and swing away from the
bull at the right moment, Great was
the applause of the crowd, Jesusity
was the true daughter of Sccundino,
Tesusita was called the girl totendor.
Ifer fame spiead, 8an Franclsco, then
In the mad excltement of the gold rush,
wanted to ses the glrl pin the banderia
|en the bull at the Mission Dolores

Khe way quick, [ ened

She the flght,

Misy Jesusita that her courage weak-
She simply could not aypear,
Unabsetved by them, she watehed
What she saw way the be-
glnning of yamance tn her life, Miguel
Tispinosa of  Monterey, an amiteur,
volunteercd to go Into the aicna and
pcet the hutl. This he did so vallantly
hat he hurled the anlmil to the
round, stood upon him and bowed to
the applwnding San Franciseans  Hut
he saw only Jesusita Robles, You can|
suesy the Jast chapter of the story, The
patents objected, but Miss Jesusitn he- |
tame Mis. Miguel Tspinosa, The Tis- |
binosas had 24 children.

Mis Tspinosa’s memory of the o1
duys 18 vIvld, but all she retains mi
substance of that time are two Canton
shuwls, more than sixty 3ears of nge,
given hew by Miguel Espinosa. One
shawl looks like o large yellow-red
flame splished with biue light. The
cther is cieamy white embroldered |
with bold biue, black, yellow and 1ed
blossoms. A few years ago Madam
Calve In hgr great role of “Carmen”|
wore such o whawl. Stanford Univer-|
slty has tried to buy Mis Dspinosds
shawla brenuse they scem o part of
the existenco of the tnstitution
ot for a thousand dollars whi I
sell them,” says Mrs Tepinosy, hug-
ging close her treasure. “I am very,
poor, but they are all T have left, Per-
haps T shall necd them when I buy
back the ranch,”

Mrs, Esplnosa fs sustained by the
dream which heeps allve mo many
broken Spanish Californlans, “When I
By back the ranch”




