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THE BULL FIGHT PROMOTER

ﬂ

One of the most picturesque figures

In the histary of San Jose and Hantd
Clara was Hecundino Robles, bea
hunter, bull fighter, miner, 1ancher and
manuger of bull fights. Tte was an ex-
cellent type ot the hldulgo of the twven-
tles, thirtlcs und fortles,
- Juse Antonio Robles, Lither of Se-
cundino and Teodoro, came from Zuci-
ticus  Ele marrled one of the Merlopes
family, They lived at La Vila dl
Hrancifotte, which [flourished fur a
time neur the Mission of the Mol
Crows, otherwise Santa Cruz, There
weie born Secundino and Teodoro, the
brothers so well-know i in Santa Clai @
County,

The Roblo were tousing of luthcr
Antonlo and I'ather Real of the Sauta
Clug Misslon  Theh uncles, Antonta
Garcle and Antonla Roblcs, were ate
torneys for the fathers, Sceunding he-
came the mayordomo of the Mission.
Net to the fathers he way the most
tmportant man. He managed all their:
property, and conducted their trading.

Mrs, Esplnosa, who iy more than 0,
and is sl living In Gliroy, I the
daughter of Secundino, She beats out
Iall, who says that Secundino TRobles
wig the first white man told by the
Indtans of the locatlon of the New Al-
maden mine, Robles heeame an eighth
owner of the mine,

Later he sold his Interest for thy
great ranch, the Santa Rita, near May-
fleld, Joseph Pena was the pur-
chaser  Diegu l'orbes, the first 1eal
estate man I the county, conducted
the wile, How much Pena paid in anld
taries fu extimate from $15,000 Lo $75,+
000 Robles was an inyeterate gam-
blet, and 1t is aafil that he lost most
of the gold In a night,

Near  Castrorvllle  Teodoro Robles
erveted the tinest adobe In the vounty.
Robles also had the first divorce, July
20, 1850 On the Hanta tita ranch Nee
cunidino Robles bulit one of the few
two-atory adobe houves in the county.
Here always wag a shrine to Our Lady
of Refuge, Today nothing remalns of
the house, A vegetable garden js on
the site, Long vefore Robles dled
the property passed out of his hands.
Judge W. T, Wallace and Mr, Ryland
of Han Jose and Jeremlah Clatke of
San Tanclsco became owners of his
ranch, Robles became very poor. A
Part of Stanford Unlversity stands on
the Robles ranch.

‘While Rohlea was In his youth and
middle age, he was unforgettable In his
bright Spanlsh clothes, serape at his
walst. Nelther he nor others could be-
lleve that thls reckless, daring, live-
today-tor-tomorrow-never-comes Calls

fornlan could be o ward of the county,
He was more

than six feet tall,
Wity s an Indlan, and as quich, He
could shoot like an Indlan, as fast as
one could think, The Indians had'
great fear of him  And so had bear,
Mr, Martin Murphy of San Jose says
that when Secundino Robles was an
0ld man he used to dine every Sunday
at the ranch of his grandtather, ﬂlel
late Martin Murphy, The present site
of Sunny\ale s o part of the Murphy
ranch M, Murphy says that even
when vighty Robles was so strong
In the saddle that two or thice men |
pulling at a ilata fastened around hiy
waist failed to unhorse him, Years of
hear hunting and bull (ighting had de-
velopcd Robles' museles ta an amazing |
degree,

As an old man Robley was as
fleet of foot as an Indian, At the
Murphy ranch Tobles used to run fout
ruces With men years jounger than
himself, e won them, too,

When Secundino Robles first moved
to Vagfield his fortune was at Its
flood. All who passed that way, Mexi-
eans ot Americans, were cntertained
at the Santa Rita ranch, No monev
was taken for the hospltallty. Such
an gfl‘cr would have been apurned, |

When the' gringo mortgages hegan 1o
cover the Santa Rita, the ranch was
turned Into o road house, Mrs. See
cundin Tohles hnd 29 children. Some|
had dled nt birth, but those Who Nved
worked. On the T00f of the Robles'
Nouse was n place for dancing. The
Robles girla were  extremely pretty,
They were always becomingly dressel
The ranch house hecame a popular
stopping place for travelers,

In the very eaily days of the Santa
Clara iisslon, Secundino Robles or-
ganlzed bull and bear fights Tn the
log corral on his ranch at Mayfleld he
continued the amusement, Now it nas
for profit, He asked $100 for seats in
the shade, and 60 cents for seats in
th~ sun, After the discorers of gol~
during the gieat rush of the Amerie
cana to Yerba Tiuena tn San T'rancisco,
he organized hull fIghts at the Mission
Dolores which Were largely attended,

Secundlno Robles divd about thirty
years ago. Tifs widow followed him
few jears later, At the time of the
Tobles' dealh thelr grandehildren num-
bered more than o hundred, Of their
children five survive: Mrs. Loulsa
Mesa of Sunnyvale, Mrs, Trinidad Bs-
plnosn of Mayfleld, Mrs, Miguel s
plnosa of Gilroy and Mr, Nicholas

Tobles of Mountaln View,



