WhenSanJoseWasYoung

A Series of Interesting Articles of An Historical Nature
Prepared Especially for The News by a Well Known
Author and Journalist,

NO. 55 A STRANGL PRISONER

D
One of the strangest piivoners owrl awaited him

Jededlah Smith in the enily twentley|Culifoinla over the Colorado River
of the it centwy.,  Captain Jededlah route, defylng the government. Smith |

\
|
‘hold inethe San Tose Jall was Captain]  Smith brought the men back into

Smith came flom fhe United Htates. himself narrowly escaped massacrs by
1te was licensed by the Unlted States | the Indians  Ten of his men and two!
govétnment {0 go Into the Rocky|at his women were murdered. The:
Mountaln countiy with hunteis and captain and elght of his followers ar- |
trappern commanded by him. Tn 1826 jyed In San Hernardine. At that place |
he vt wouthern Caltfornla by |y oe Lie men el 1 The others |
way of the Colorado ihen T men| gy fo sun Dicgo, dook passage
and hotsey were on the Verge 9Ly gieri i ship and ame to San
tanatlon. By o great effont they unciyge, 1rom there they miled for
reached San Gabilel Misslon Lmbucudeo of Santa Clara at
The father in charge told. Captain | SR B TR Tose,
Smith that the country was forbladen| ™ ¢t L erter Tn

i and s men - Captiln SoHD | rog Tils explanations explatned
wrote CGovernor Echeandia nt San Htle to the people. Nan Toscans

Dicgn and told im of B stialts The | i that ho was an imodes
Governor ordered him to San Diego 10 \\)0u0 ghject way to selze Californla.

&lve an necount of himeelt, {smith was thrown into the San Jose

Alwans the Srankode Sested 00|y 127 Lo the cuptain wrote
Amerieans,  Vather Magin Cotals °‘1 the novernol, who by this time was at
Santa CRra Mission, fumons as

Monterey, The Governoi ordeted him |
prophet, had foretold that the ‘Amcxl to come tu Monterery to explatn \\hy‘
enns  womd conquer | CAMMOrRaly 10y e 1o California Smith's
Leheandia dld not belleve Smith's ex.

rCons wero  unwatistactory,  Thu
phimation of hiy presence I Califors gy oo him back In the N“
nhi. The aiptains of the  Amerienn

Jose fall
trading vessels In the harbor Jolued 0 \vii yhe wea captalng )nmmlcd
a saigned appeal to the Governor to

With the Gavener for Smith The Gov-
furnlsh Captain Smilh and party With |o oo deped him out of the country
supplles so thit they iRkt percefaly |y ooy ruved 10 aliow Smitivs tiaps
depnet. Tiehenndia granted the Teauest oy b accompany him

on condition that Kmith and hls men Mone, i eslle, "Captaln  Jededial
leave by extetly the sme route they [ s R e st
followed when they came  fiom the |1 \ky {hnough the mountalns. Tle was

Unlled States never heard of ngatn. DId he die of

Smith did not keep his promise £0 [ty rvation? Did the Indians kill him?
the Ciovernor, hut he left with some
of his men by way of the San
Joaquin  valley, TFrom there they
intended to crose the Sferra Nevadas,
when the mountatns were hlocked with
anow, Thev re-entered the valley,
and eamped near Misston San Jose.

‘The Mission was greatly perturbed
by the forcigners When Captain
Smith learned tHat hls presence had |
unaet {he Misslon, he wrote Father
Duran, signing himself, “Your strange,

It real friend and Christian brother™!

This letter 80 won Father Duran that
he nllowed Smith to leave a portlon of
his party while the captain went 6,
Skt Lake, where othera of his men




