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b WhenSan Jose WasYoung

THE BIG BEAR HUNTERS

In the thiitles and forties zhvmground covered with heavy timber,
were sovernl celebruted bear hunterd] The balt was some raw meat placed on
n the Hanta Clara Vulley, Among the|the timbers. The hunter hid in a hole
most conspleuous were Don Secundino| beneath the timber, AWhen the bear
Robles, Non Antonlo Beinal, Den Juan|came to eat the him(er shot him from
Pinto, Dun Jullo Valencla, Don Pedio beneath,

Chabosn and Captain or Alferz Juan This method dld not appeal to dar-
Prado Mesi, the Commandant at th>ling sportsmen like Don Pedio Cha-
Presldio  Mcsa was pald by Goy, Holls| boya, Don Antonto  Bernal and Don
to ride flom the Presidlo to S Jose' Secundino Robles, who were what the
and back to kiil bears  Mesa was the| Spanlsh call “men of heart,” Today
flrst White tiler nt Mountaln View.| they would be deslgnated as “men of'
"Today hls son, Tiamon Mesa, llves NCAT nerve,” These sportsmen liked to face'
that town, Mr, Bear and worst him They were

Mesy wes anlsn a famous In\Hm\K:\]l strong, powerful, with the sporis-
hunter, e eaptured Yoscolu, the in+ man's Instinct to glve hls letim n
dlan 1ehel, near Loy Gatos and brought chance,
back his ik, shagey head to the, Alwaye these bear hunters captured
Mission, Mg Tspinosn, daughter of the hear on horseback and with o
Seeundine Robles, tells me that even'riata greased six feet with tallow, A
after Mesa eut off Yoscolos head, It hear uses his hands lke n man  Tle
moved and jumped on the ground. can ¢lmb a yope, and” with one hlow
Tinally it was placed on a pole nn'\\‘[n( hig great hook-ltke claws he kills
the Misslon, Mesa died of a wound | hls vietlm. The most savage hear are
given him later by an Indlan, !t.m eolored, These the Bernals and

Often Don Antonlo Bernal and Don, Chabova often captured for thelr fa-
Pedro Chaboja, who were Telated by mous bear and full fights
marlage, hunted together, Once Ter-! Usually 1t took three or four men
nal became separated from hls Con\-jln capture a hear welghing fourteen

panion, He fought In o rough canyonjhundred pounds, Chaboya and Ternal
with 4 bear nearly all night, but he frequentty hunted together, They had

had the hear tangled In his viate and
he heid him at bay.

Don Antonlo Bernal never shot a
bear except nt close range, T'or & man
lo shoot 'a hear at n dlstance was
1ecklessly to throw away lfe, To kill
at the fitst shot required courage, &
steady hand and experience, In those
times there were no repeating rifies
Ttuntera used the old fashloned ram-
rod. There could be no sccond shot’
Don Antonlo Nernal never shot a heat
until the nnimal was scated on his
haunchey tendy to spring, Then Rer-
nal laoked him In the eye and shot him
in the heart,

Mesa found many bears near Motn
taln View becauso Black Mountain was
also ever green, Tenrs like green food
After o matanza, the grent slaughter-
ing time, the heara used to come down
into the valley and give o roar that
froze the bland of cattle. During the
matanza more bears were killed, Torty
met thelr death one night near Moune
taln View when they werv encounter-
ed by one of the studlllos and some
soldlers from the Presldlo,

At times tho bear waa Killed by a

With them their vaqueros, They used
only thelr best trained horses, horses
fht could ol great svelght with
thelr hacka and saddles after the behr
had been bound,
Bernal and Chaboya always opened
wide thelr tlatas as they flung them
for the hear  Bernal could throw
a rlata seventy-five feet, They tued
rlatas maie of tested, twisted, green
1nwhide, This hound the neck of the
hear and another man caught the ani-
mal's foot Wwith his riata, The bew
was chohed untit hs tongue hung out.
Although apparentty dead, he lived,
After the bear was helpless the probs
lem was how td get hls great body
back to the ranch ailve, The hunters
cut a huge fhob from an ok tree, — - -
Halt unconsclous, the bear was tied by, the great vah tree four or five of the!

|

the neck and all four feet were botund | wildest bully were brought down from'
to the limb. Then horses were at-/the mountalns, Then came great
tached to the Jimb and the great bear|cronds to see the bear and bulis tied
a8 dragged miles down hill and across| together foot by foot to fight It out.
creeks tlll finally he reached the oak Seveial bulls on each occasion met
corral at the ranch for . second death. | death trying to gore the bear, Finally

At the Tiernal ranch ls a huge, white,|the bear's strength weakened, The
wearred oak to which more than seven  horn of & bull severed the atery in
hundred hears wero tled, After the his throat,

trap which conaisted of a hole in the bear was fastened with log chalns IOI The fiesta was ended.
i



