WhenSan Jose WasYoung

A Serles of Interesting Articles of An Historical Nature
Prepared Especlally for The News by a Well Known
Author and Journalist,

NO. 52 MARCELLO. THE BUILDER

Marcello, the Indian builder of the part of the nlnetcenth century,
Santa Clara Mission, probably Hved| Marcello, with o priest and several In-
mare of the history of San Jose thon | dians, went Into the Santa Cruz moun-
dld any other person, Marcello was|tatns, 15 miles distant, for the red-
the chief of Ulstack Indlans. When|wood, or “everlasting wood.” Mar-
he dled in 1875 he claimed to be 126 |cello knew precisely at what season
yoms old, should be cured, Somo of the logs cut

Tho Cantuas of South Han Juse wd¥ by the Indlans were a hundred fect
Ut their grandfather, ono of the cuf | jong, Atter a log was cut and mounted
lest Californla settlors, was a Ve 'on the Indlans’ shouldets the prlest
emall child when Marcello and bl3 blessed it, The Indlans were so fm-
band marched up from Mexlco THO pressed by the ceremony that they did
Indlans camped near the Volsa, the not rost the log on the ground til
Cantua ranch near Holllster. Marcello!they arrived at the Mission, One of
was very fond of children, and on hi8’ these logs stll| serves as the railing for
journey into Californla, then & 30ung | the sanctunry at the Santa Clara Mis-
man about 25, he played with the Can- | gion,
tua <hild, Muacello outlived this child, | Marcello never forgot hls skill ag a
though the chlld himself died at theimouon, and  when  repalrs wers
age of 76. This would fudicate that|werg nceded at the Santa Clata Mis-
Macello did mot c\aggerate his 88| sion Jgnaclo Bernal, who was at the

callege in the early fifties, told his

1le prabably came to Santa Clara very
soon aftcr the  establishment of thel gamiic*that the fathers sent for Mai-

Mlsslon, Ile was the only one Who| g 1o do the work,
ihed to we ith beginning, Ns £l07Y| 1y Mareello's youth it 13 known that
and Its decay, N grew restless and resisted with vlo- |
Mi, Joseph L'enton, manager of the|jence the fathers' nuthorlty, Ife ani|
Douatte brick yaid, as n boy KNeS |ywo other Indians attacked Father
Maicello, Often the old Indlan £rlht- [ yigger. Tho priest was a strong, \lrile
man, With hls own hands he had

ened him by his wild yell on the Fen+

ton runch near Alviso wheto Mareello | ejnca huid the Misslon, In combat
did, i Lenton says that Marcello| o 'y orateq the Indians by knocking
was one of & guard of Mexlean Indlans | yyoir hends together, After the father
Erought by the eaily fathers to DFo*|gueiieq Marcello’s Insurrection the Tne
tect tho Misslon trom the hostile Cali-\ gian pecame evtremely devout. Thme
fornla tiibes. e bolieves that M-} yptengified Marcello's love for the Mis-
cetlo was a pure Aztec, He says that sfon. Tho men who were at Santa
Marcello was more than six feet tall o1ar College thirty-five years ago re-
ond o man of great strength and power. | say how often Marcello prayed hours
in the Misslon.

When o hundicd years of age ho Ler-
‘Mrs, Dspinesn, Secundino Robles',

foumed great feats In liftlng,

Murcello's photograph In the Caine« goughter, tells me that when her
gl lbrary In San Jose shows him 0| giver was mayor doma of the Mis-
huve been of w high  physical tybe{gion 1y the forties, Marcello had charge |
He had o handsome, well-shaped Betdy, op 4pa Tndian girls, while Tnygo was!
Iine features and eyes shadowed B3 i gunerintendent of the men fn the fleld '
the melancholy of duom to bo korn 30| AL that time Marcella was losing i
tha (yes of all Inditng Mis, TDI00SUiaignt  1ather Ragglo mays thaf Mar-
duughter of sccond Cecundine Robles, | sefla 1n bis last days hecame meatls
who knew Marcello at the MISsion pjiug ang deaf, Ite went his lame way
Santa Clara, says that he was falrer apons the Misslon, his cane tapping
than most Indlans, He looked as {f|pe walk, e spoke In grunts,
he had Spanish blood. Atter the Misslon was secularlzed

Marcello's face and head mlght %ave Gosernor §Po Plco fn 1846 gare Mar-
belonged 10 a great painter. Inderd | colly o lengue and o half of lana near
he had many of the qualities of 0N Aljso. It was called the Ulstack
arttst, jgant.

Mote than any other person except! rpne  naians  sugged the low-
T'ather IVader was he responsible f0f jands, They liked tish. At ihat
tho Santa Clara Misslon. Father yime the sturgeon were so plens
Viader was the architect, tiful In the hav that one could almost

Marcello knew how to use the flame ik on them, Besldes the Tndlans tiked
Tather Viader was he vosponsiblo fOF |45 wim and hathe, They were usually
colored pigment from the New Almaden) eatted dirty, Thelr detractors say that
Clara  Mlssion celilng. Besldes N, they liked the feel of water. Whate
leaned qulekly haw to make adobeiever was thelr reason for bathing, at
hrick nccording to the fathers' 1dea. | eyery opportunity the Indlans used to
He way very strong, and llko most In-lteap into the water,
dians, he could run with less fatigue| Marcello ns n land owner met the
than Amerlcans ean walk, fate of all the land owners in Call~

After the Misslon was destroyed |fornia after the Gringo came, He ol
by the earthquake In the early|ways claimed that while drunk In San

Jose he was cheated of his land by a
man named Hoppe, Who in the early
fittles was killed when the steamer
Jennie Lind exploded while on lts way
from Alviso to San Francisco Mar-
cello was bitter over the loss ot his
propeity, Later the ranch passed in
successlon to,A. C. Trkson, Messrs
Meteal? and Brokaw and Mr, 1Tcnlom‘
Theso men felt that Marcello had been|
unjustly treated, and so, they not only
allowed him to Mve In his rancherta,
but they supplied him with food,

Torty or flfty years ago ctery one
i San Jose and Santa Clara knew
Marcello, He had the communistic
spirlt of his race; whenever he found
food he took it, but he neyer hegged.
He ate well and heartly as
his right, The Spaniards did not
obfect, Perhaps they recalled that the
Indians were the dispossessed, Or per-
haps the Spanfards were haunted by
the dread of thelr own approaching
dlspossession by a race fitter to'sur-
vive fn o commerclal age, *

Marcello never mistook his friends,
When he needed food he found plenty
at certaln stores, Mr Tatjo, the
banker at Santa Clara, recalls that
when he was o lad many years ago
Marcello nsed to come to the Tatjo
store, where e got supplies. In pay-
ment for food the TIndian gave the
merchant's sm bows and miows, The
little hoy often wondered what there
wad In his father's store so preclous
ns hows and arrows.

When n very old man Marcello dled
at his old rancherla. At the time the
ranch was owned by Mr, Fenton, Mrs,
Tenton wished to pay the funeral ex-
Penses, but the fathers at Santa Clara
clalmed that pleasure. They inalated
alsa that Marcello should rest in the
cemetery mear the Misslon where he
had sersed,

The Fenton ranch 1 now ealled the
Indlan Mound Farm, 1t is owned by
the Mauvals famlly of San Jose.
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