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‘THE BELLES OF 1829

One of the most Interesting plotures
of early San Jose and Santn Clara wes
#lven by Altred Roblnson, who came
hiere In 1829, Robinson was an Intelll-
gent young tradet o- Boston. He
marrled Miss de ta Cuerra of Santa
Barbara, Hls son, the late James Rob-

of Redwood City. They have ono
davghter, Mrs (Goodwin, Who now lives
on o part of the old Haswes place,

After his marriage with Miss do la

Guerra, Alfred Roblnson was always
spoken of affectlonately as “Don Al-
fred” Robinson. He glves one of the
Mot VIVId puctutes of all the early
writes, and ho It was who celebrated
the beauty of the women of San Joso
in 1828 After his vlsit hero he wrote
n his buok, “No part ot Mexico can
show s large o shato of fine eyes, fair
propurtluns, Leaulitnl compleslons s
San Juse, Thae are few places In the
world where the women are mota
chaste, Industilous or correct.
men are Indolent and have many vices,
caring httle for children. They ate
unworthy members of soclety.”
Don Alfred Robinson came to San
Jose and Santa Clara twice on busl-
ness  There wers only four or five
merchants In the towns, mostly for-
clgners  Once he was obliged to Ti=
turn eancerning o misunderstanding of
o business transactlon of the fathers.
e went to Santa Clara and caslly ad-
justed the matter, Don Alfred was
Interested not only in business hut In
people, e wrote of the hundieds of
gally dressed San Joscans he found.
tiding Sumdays in the Alameda,

Don Alred got on caxily with tne
fathets and  the Spanish  T'ather
Viader invited him to go from M-
slon Santi Clara to the Mivlon St
Jose on one of the feast days  Don
Alfied speaks of the humidreds of In-
dlans who started the night before for
the Misslon Han Jawe, Not tIl moin-
ing did Don Alfred and Father Viader
set out

A carrlage was bionght to the Mls-
IAlon door, Invented hy Father Viader
and made by the Indlans It was so
narrow that It was for anly one pere
jron, It had low wheels, and the
,Wagon [teelt was covered with brown

inson, marrled Miss Caioline Hawes|

Tho,

lassos flaed to the avio Wheels of tho
cariiage to help tie mute up 2 steep
place In case of an emergency, Then
behtnd the carrlage fllowed the four
|mge~( of the priests The nlealdes, or

Indlan foremen, from the Mission,
|were In the rear, Blue and ted 1ibbo1
pennants floated from theli hats,

As the procession neared the Mission
San Jose the belly began to 1lng They
ald not cease untll the fathers em-
braced. One of the Mesican goyetnorsy
was Jealous of this attention pald to
the fothers, He ordered that ths honor
of ringing the bells at his appioich
be glven him, After that time when
any governor  traveled in Californit
the bells began to ring as the Areat
man approached the Mission,

Mass was sald at the Mission San
Tose, Tn the litdle church were thirty
musleians  They pinyed violing, flutes,
trumpets, diums  When an  Indlan
made an eiror In musle the father fol-
Towed him <o clesely that he wns ahle
to chide him. As the people went out
lot the church thero was a shower of
rockets, 'Tha visitors wete given
clgars, and the fathers took n slesta.

Then the Indians eame, painted rcd
and black to look Mke demons, and
danced for the visitors, They formed
a circle, all the while dancing, hut
fived In ono spot. Twelve Indlans
seated on the ground beat time to the
singing,

Atter the dancing there Wag a bear
flght In which the bull, ny usual,
killed the bear, becausw the bear was
tled,

In the afternoon chocolate was
served, but no ljquor, At sundown
the Tells rang, In the cvening there
were rockets, Don Alfred went to
sleep to the sound of shouting Tndlans,

The next morning all early went
hack aver the grassy plain to Sante
Clara, [}

cotton  The seat was stuffed With
Iamibs' ool to take the place of
®prings, The harness was a green

hide twisted Into o rope. It was not
pretty, but strong, Father Viader went
nto the carringe, the others rode,

| The carrlage was drawn by a black
mule on which was seated an Indian
boy. Another Indlan led the mule
[sith o rlata. Two vaqueros with




